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Whew!  Woolman Hill got through the economic morass that was 2009.  Our fiscal year began 

October 1, 2008, just as the stock market fell on its face, jobs were disappearing faster than anyone 
could count, and non-profit organizations were suffering existential trauma. 
 Woolman Hill pulled through thanks to good leadership, a fortuitous market position, and the 
unfailing support of our donors.  Our modest savings had been transferred out of stocks and into bank 
certificates of deposit only six months before the crash.  Our ten workshops (on topics  ranging from 
appreciating nature to vitality in monthly meetings) were well-attended, despite the whirling  
uncertainty being trumpeted daily on the news.  Last but not least, our donors came through with 
generosity and love, at a time when many other non-profit organizations saw sharp drops in giving.  
Thank you, thank you, thank you.   May the current fiscal year be prosperous, and a little less  
exciting for all!  
 

A few highlights from the past year on the Hill: 

- The new septic system for the Brown House was completed 
in October.  That concludes the two-year renovation of the 
building.  The upstairs apartment is now occupied by  
Woolman Hill staff, and the beautiful downstairs is available 
to medium-term (one- to four- month) sojourners. Our first 
retreatant loved the quiet and simplicity during her three-
month stay. 

- The Red House, a sweet two-bedroom cottage across the 
driveway from the conference center, is now being enjoyed by  
workshop attenders, group rentals and individual retreatants.   
It has been transformed into a cozy, pleasant space, thanks to 
hard-working volunteers. 

- A new trail has been opened, running along the north and 
east perimeters  of our property.  Beautiful vistas, a delightful 
stream, and a very old stand of white pines are now accessible 
to visitors. 

- In June 2009 we offered our first annual Summer Solstice retreat, part of our new four-seasons  
retreat initiative. Participants engaged in f our fabulous days of interfaith exploration, including  
Quaker faith, yoga instruction, and Celtic Christianity. A lively concert of Celtic music was open to 
the wider community on Saturday evening.  

- Last April, Mark Fraser shifted into a maintenance and development position, and Margaret Cooley  
took on the sole executive directorship. We are pleased to report that the staff is adapting well to 
their new roles and we haven’t lost any institutional memory in the process! 

 
 

 
 

 

“My sister was in tears over how wonderful her experience  was up on the  Hill.  
She  has been very stressed out and needed time  to re flect and re-center.   

Your flexibility with accommodating her was key...thank you so much.   
The  Hill means an awful lot to our family; it is a place  of healing and magic.   

Trust that if I am ever blessed with money, the  Hill will benefit!” 
 



 

 

 Two of my significant life decisions had major turning points 
 at past Woolman Hill retreats. It's sort of cool that  

such a small amount of time can have such a big impact. 
 

 

Fiscal Year 2009 Finances (10/1/08-9/30/09) 
 

INCOME  Facilities rentals:   $65,500 56% 

Donations:   $23,370 20% 

Programs:   $21,910 19% 

Misc. income:    $5,970 5% 

Total income:   $116,750 100%  

   
EXPENSE Pers onnel:   $63,410 53% 

Occupancy:   $32,640 28% 

Programs: $14,475 12% 

Administrative:   $5,550 5% 

Outreach:   $2,630 2% 

Total expense:  $118,705 100%  

 
NET INCOME: -$1,955  

 

 
 
WOOLMAN HILL STAFF 
Margaret Cooley Executive Director 
Mark Fraser Maintenance and Development 
Steven Howes  Conference Center Coordinator 
Becca Howe  Cleaner  
Molly Snedden Kitchen Manager 
 

2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Helen Armstrong ( Coventry CT) 
Marcianna Caplis (Northampton MA) 
Chris Corcoran (W Hartf ord CT) 
Victoria  Dicks on (Amherst MA) 
Rachel Donovan (Glastonbury CT) 
Sorrel Hatch (Gill  MA) 
Stephen Haynes (Wethersfield CT) 
Judy Hyde ( Coventry CT) 
Hunter Kratt ( Greenfield MA) 
Bruce Kay (Mansfield CT) 
Jim Lyons (Leverett MA), clerk 
Tom Powers (Leverett MA) 
Nicholaes Roosevelt ( Storrs CT) 
Barbara Sullivan (West Boylston MA) 
Mary-Kate Tedoldi  (Needham MA) 
David Zevin (Glastonbury CT) 

In FY2009, we saw a slight dip in group 
and individual rental income, though 
program attendance and donations held 
relatively steady. Overall our income was  
$14,000 less than we had budgeted. 
Fortunately we were able to keep our 
expenses down in almost every category, so 
that we spent $11,000 less than budgeted.  
 

Board and staff are diligently seeking ways 
to better align our income with our 
expenses. While we know this may directly 
affect our constituents in terms of 
increased rates, we also know that it will 
ultimately benefit all of us if we can make 
Woolman Hill more sustainable over the 
long term. 

Your work at Woolman Hill goes very well… 
I was so impressed w ith how well  
cared for all the buildings are. 



 

 
We thank those who have donated to Woolman Hill  
between October  1, 2008 and December  31, 2009: 

 
 

Acton Monthly Meeting 
David Ahlfeld and Vi ctoria Di ckson 
Anna Andrews and Arthur Wood 
Helen Armstrong 
Anne Baird 
Claire Bateman 
Robert Batson 
David Baxter and Anne Anderson 
Virginia Bainbridge 
Anne Baird 
Sara Barroll 
Beacon Hill Friends Meeting 
Margaret Belletete 
Bennington Monthly Meeting 
Margaret Carey Best 
Marion Bingham 
Deborah Bl ock and Bill Harley 
Georgianna Booth 
Judith Br own 
W. Pieter Byhouwer 
Mar cianna Caplis 
Roger Catlin and Diane Randall  
O.  Stuart Chase 
Connie and Wistar Comfort  
Roger Conant  
John Cooley 
Jon Michael Coppinger 
Chris Cor coran and Abigail Adams 
Molly Cornell 
Monique Crochet 
Susan Davies 
Alison Brown Davis 
Judy Demerath 
Ann Dodd-Collins 
Annette Donovan 
Rachel Donovan and David Zevin 
Scot Drysdale and Patrici a Higgins 
Molly Duplisea-Palmer 
Anne Eglinton 
Mary Ellen 
Dorothy Foote 
John and Georganna Foster 
Foxfire Donor Advised Fund 
Mark Fraser 
James Fretz 
Auberta Galusha 
William Graustein 
Hope Grunske  
Nancy Haines  

Hanover Monthly Meeting 
Denise Hart 
Hartford Monthly Meeting 
Bruce and Ruth Hawkins  
Nancy Hazard 
Edward Heneveld 
Car olyn Hilles-Pilant 
Ken and Jan Hoffman 
Ni ck Horton 
John and Debbie Humphries 
Judy Hyde 
Norm and Jacqueline Janes 
Mark Johnson 
Faith Justi ce 
Bruce Kay 
Stuart Kermes 
Doris Lake  
Elisabeth Leete 
Peter and Carol Letson 
Ann and George Levinger 
Lewiston Monthly Meeting 
Madeleine Littman 
Louise Luckenbill 
Mar cia Mason 
Bonner McAllester 
Tim and Phebe McCosker 
James McGalliard 
Susan Lloyd McGarry 
Martha McManamy  
Ni col a Metcalf  
Carl Meyer 
Middletown Friends Meeting 
Heather Moir 
Jaap Molenaar  
Mary Lee Morrison & Bill Upholt 
Mount Toby Monthly Meeting  
E.  Pierre Morenon 
Ernest Morris 
Greg Moschetti & Connie Baxter 
George and Fredi Munger 
David Neelon 
Juanita Nelson 
New Haven Monthly Meeting 
Mildred Nichols  
Scott Nielsen 
Lafayette Noda 
Northampt on Friends Meeting 
Perry and Bonnie Norton 
Gwen Noyes 

Peter Nutting 
Joseph Pandolfo 
Cornelia Parkes 
Christine Pattee 
Mary Lou Pe ck 
William Pennhollow  
John and Mary E llen Preston 
Judith Reichsman 
R. Arnold Ri cks  
Trevor and Laura Robinson 
Ni cholaes Roosevelt 
Wendyl Ross 
Barbara Rutledge 
Nort Sal z  
Benigno & Karen Sanchez-Eppler 
Emily Sander 
Michael Saracino 
Sarah Satterthwaite 
Connie Sattler 
Gerald Sazama 
Suzanna Schell 
Paul Schiff 
Ken Schoen 
Kathleen Shepherd 
Patsy Shotwell 
Charlene Simone 
Will Snyder 
South Berkshire Monthly Meeting 
Rosalind Spier 
Dirk Spruyt 
Liesa Stamm 
Roland Stern 
Storrs Friends Meeting 
Barbara Sullivan 
Alice Swift 
Bill and Bobbie Taylor  
Claude Tellier 
Susanna Thomas  
Donald Tucker 
Wayne and Jean Turner 
Lise Wagner 
Donn & Diane Weinholtz 
Wellesley Monthly Meeting 
West Falmouth Monthly Meeting 
Westport Monthly Meeting 
Martin Wheeler 
Chuck Woodbury 
Kevin Zimmerman 
Rod Zwirner 

 
 

We also want to thank Friends Fiduci ary Corporation (www.friendsfiduciary.org) for helping with stock  
transfer and donor advised fund gifts to Woolman Hill recently.  Friends Fiduciary’s purpose is to pr ovide  
Quaker meetings and organi zati ons with high-quality financial services on a cost-effective basis,  with an 
investment philosophy grounded in the beliefs of the Religious Society of Friends.  
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WOOLMAN HILL 
Quaker Retreat Center 
107 Keets Road  
Deerfield MA 01342 
413-774-3431  
www.woolmanhill.org  
info@woolmanhill.org 

WOOLMAN HILL,  a Quaker 
retreat and conference center 
situated on 110 ridge-top acres in 
western Massachusetts,  is 
dedicated to fostering, 
developing and strengthening the 
testimonies of the Religious 
Society of Friends. Named for 
John Woolman, an 18th-century 
Friends’ minister and abolitionist 
who preached simple living and 
economic and ecological 
responsibility, our rustic and 
comfortable facilities offer a 
quiet, peaceful atmosphere for 
retreats,  meetings, gatherings 
and celebrations.   
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