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www.woolmanhill.org                           107 Keets Road   Deerfield MA 01342                              413-774-3431


MESSAGE FROM MARK
Mark Fraser, Co-Executive Director, is responsible for 

the financial and facilities management of Woolman Hill.
Recently we watched old films of Woolman Hill in the 1970’s, when there was an alternative High School here.  Much joyful haying of the fields, loving seeding of beans, a chorus of middle fingers thrust skyward at a passing B-52, naked swimming… In the films, the conference center and the fields looked about the same, but the feel of the place was so very different from what it is now.  

The School was only one of the Hill’s many incarnations. Before the School, in the late 1960’s, Peace Brigades International worked out of Woolman Hill gathering clothing to send, illegally, to North Vietnam.  The Nuclear Freeze movement originated out of Traprock Peace Center here in the 1980’s.  For the last many years we’ve offered workshops on a vast range of topics, as well as hosting many Quaker gatherings.  How will the Hill continue to best serve Quakers and the wider community?


Countless times strangers have driven up the hill and related to me, almost reverentially, what a life-changing experience the Hill was for them.  I listen to their stories, realizing what sacred ground this is.  I want to ensure that this place continues to see wonderful ideas flow through it, and to generate life-changing experiences.

“What a magical place – to come, relax, refresh, renew. Thank you in every way for a much-needed, fully satisfying weekend in a beautiful setting – even perfect weather!”




          - Conference attender, February 2005


NOTES FROM THE BOARD
There is new energy at Woolman Hill.  Our Board members give generously of their time and diverse talents.  Our staff is devoted to making Woolman Hill a warm, safe, clean and welcoming place.  Our larger community, all those who have visited, worked or lived here, continue to contribute in countless ways.  Joy and love are present amongst us!

                                                                                        (continued on page 2)

BOARD (continued from page 1) 

In the last several years Woolman Hill has accomplished much.  We have completed the reconstruction of the fabulous North Dartmouth Meetinghouse (see page 3) and continue to carefully consider how to make full use of the building while honoring its history.  To date, it has hosted meetings of various committees, big sings, weddings, talks by major speakers such as Scott Ritter, and, of course, meetings for worship.   A successful Capital Campaign has meant that our financial standing is now stable (although we continue to depend on generous donations from the Woolman Hill community!).  We have worked on our Board and staff organizational structures to sustain communication and cooperation.  We have hired the fabulous Margaret Cooley as co-Executive Director who has brought exciting new ideas for programs, streamlined administration and produced this newsletter.  Margaret joins the intrepid Mark Fraser, who continues to manage our finances and facilities along with the beloved Jontz and Jude Johnson.  

Here is one recent fun event: during three days in early summer, we held the first ever SmorgasBoard. This loosely-structured gathering was free to anyone who wished to attend and featured presentations and sharings by Board members (and a few others). Current event talks, 

poetry readings, games, work projects, yoga and bird walks were just a few of the activities. Potluck meals and an extraordinary baking crew provided plenty of excellent physical nourishment.  This is a Board that really enjoys being together (and eats well)!

What’s coming up? Out of the Board’s January 2005 weekend retreat came new ideas and energy for improving our spaces: make our accommodations more comfortable, especially for those with limited mobility; improve our kitchen and dishwashing facilities; provide private space for our retreat facilitators; improve our office facilities; and maintain facilities for those staff who live on the Hill.  We have already completed a renovation of the interior of Harry’s Cabin to make our office more efficient.  How can we most efficiently rearrange the rest of our existing spaces to meet these other needs?  Do we need new space?  How much will it all cost?  These are some of the questions we are currently wrestling with.

It’s a very exciting time at Woolman Hill as we savor the benefits of our recent accomplishments and plan new ways to serve our community.  Come up and visit sometime and find out what is here for you.

            David Ahlfeld, Clerk of Woolman Hill Board

	BOARD MEMBERS

	David Ahlfeld, Amherst, MA, 

       clerk

Tom Antonik, Portland, ME

Helen Armstrong, Coventry, CT

Don Campbell, Northfield, MA Marcianna Caplis, Northampton, MA

Roger Conant, Pelham, MA
	Arthur Fink, Peaks Island, ME 

Judy Hyde, Coventry, CT

Susan Leary, Amherst, MA

Connie Littlefield, Claremont, NH 

Jim Lyons, Leverett, MA

Mary Lee Morrison, Hartford, CT

Scott Nielsen, Unity, NH
	Perry Norton, Jamaica Plain, MA 

Susan Reilly, West Minot, ME, 

     recording clerk 

Barbara Sullivan, West Boylston, MA

Mary Kate Tedoldi, Newton, MA,      

     treasurer 

Karen Will, Hartford, CT

	
AMBASSADORS 

(Volunteers who help us spread the word about Woolman Hill – contact us if you would like to serve!)

	Ambassador, Quaker Meeting

Carolyn Hilles, Beacon Hill 

Mary Ellen Cohane, Bennington

Ruah Swennerfelt, Burlington

Elizabeth Dyer, Cambridge

Elizabeth Glodzik, Dartmouth

Virginia Riordan, East Sandwich

Anne Anderson, Framingham
	Mary Lee Morrison, Hartford

Michael Saracino, Hanover

Allison Randall, Keene

Denise Ginzler, Monadnock

David Ahlfeld, Mount Toby

Maureen Lopes, New Haven

Susan Bainbridge, New London

Mary Kate Tedoldi (Newton MA) 
	Phil Fitz, Northampton 

Tom Antonik, Portland

Debbie Block, Providence

Hattie Reeves-Forsythe, Putney

Suzanne Frechette, Smithfield

Bonner McAllester, South Berkshire

Judy Hyde, Storrs

Patsy Shotwell, Wellesley     


CURIOUS CREATURES


There are nine full-time human residents on the Hill, plus a constantly fluctuating amount of fauna, domesticated and wild. See how well you know us by tackling the questions below. If you can’t get any of these, perhaps it’s time for a visit! You can also peek at the answers on our website (www.woolmanhill.org)…

1. Who planted pineapples last November? (And where?)

2. Who went for about 5 years without once getting in a car?

3. Who went snorkeling, for the first time ever, this June?

4. Who absolutely loves ice cream?

5. Who’s learning how to play drums?

6. Who has a pet ferret?

RECENT RENTALS

Wondering who else has been up here at the Hill lately? Here’s an abridged guest list from this past year: Jewish, Buddhist, and Sufi groups; staff and students from four colleges and universities; a professional choral ensemble; a retreat center staff and board (not ours!); a daycamp; family reunions and weddings; Northampton, Storrs and Keene Quaker Meetings, Connecticut Valley Quarterly Meeting, New England Yearly Meeting Ministry and Counsel, Junior Yearly Meeting, Junior High Yearly Meeting, and the Affiliated Organizations of NEYM.


“This has been a delightful experience – the hospitality is superb. 

Blessings on you!”    - Guest, spring 2005

MEETINGHOUSE DEVELOPMENTS

Just over a year ago, Woolman Hill celebrated its 50th birthday with a dedication of the newly restored North Dartmouth Meetinghouse. After years of hard emotional and physical labor, we are pleased to have the addition of this sacred space on our campus. This spring the Board approved rental of the Meetinghouse independent from rental of the main conference center building. 

For day groups, or for small overnight groups, renting the Meetinghouse (and cabins) is a less expensive option than renting the Conference Center. We are currently installing a very minimal kitchenette off the foyer of the Meetinghouse, to provide for snacks and light meals for groups of 12 or so. While we are concerned about protecting the Meetinghouse’s historic building materials, we also know that it is not good for a building to sit unused. Our initial decision to allow eating in the Meetinghouse is limited to the foyer (not the actual meeting room), and will be re-visited after a year. For overnight gatherings, groups can use the meeting room for sessions, and rent cabins for sleeping. Our cabins house up to 12 people, plus there is ample space for camping. 

The Meetinghouse will not be available for separate rental on wedding weekends, and Quaker groups will have priority on the Meetinghouse when they are renting the Conference Center. For more specific details, including rates, you can call us at 413-774-3431 or take a look at our website (www.woolmanhill.org).  We’re particularly excited that the Meetinghouse has already been used for retreats by two wonderful groups: the Circle of Health International (a non-profit organization supporting the health of conflict-affected women worldwide), and the Performance Project (a collaborative theatre group dedicated to breaking down the stigmas surrounding incarceration). We are thrilled that the Performance Project will be back to lead a weekend program for us in March!

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY

Where does it all come from? Where does it all go? In other places in this newsletter, you will read about some of the things we’ve been doing with money lately, and about some possibilities for future spending. Our new sliding scale for program fees (see article on page 5), possible renovations to our facilities, increased insurance costs, and costs to monitor our public water supply, are but a few of the many expenses we are juggling. 

Below, we’ve tried to give you a general idea of what’s coming and going in Woolman Hill’s financial life. As of June 30, 2005, nine months into our fiscal year, our income and expenses are almost in balance; we are $1,700 in the red. We expect this deficit to be eliminated by the end of the fiscal year. This is good news, but it does demonstrate the fine balancing act we perform here. 

See that familiar item in the Income table? Donations? That’s where YOU come in. Donations make up 20% of our income, an important piece of our financial health. We are deeply grateful to those who have already given to Woolman Hill this year. If you feel you can make another donation, or if you haven’t given yet, please think about sending a check to us. Whatever amount you can afford helps keep Woolman Hill available for all the wonderful experiences that unfold up here.


2005-2006 WOOLMAN HILL PROGRAM SEASON SCHEDULE

Silent Year-End Retreat (December 30, 2005 - January 1, 2006)

Sex, Drugs, Rock-n-Roll, a workshop for teens and parents 

with Lisa Graustein and Debbie Block, co-sponsored by NEYM Ministry and Council (Jan 20-22, 2006)

Couples Enrichment with Mark Moss and Mary Kay Glazer (February 3-5, 2006)

Creative Dialogues About Imprisonment with The Performance Project (March 17-19, 2006)

Nurturing, Sharing and Inviting the Mystical Experience
with Susan Davies and Tom Antonik, co-sponsored by NEYM Ministry and Council (April 21-23, 2006)

The Practice of Presence in Poetry with Holly Iglesias (May 5-7, 2006)

Exploring the Natural World of Woolman Hill with Catherine Reid (May 5-7, 2006)

Walking Lightly on the Earth Series 

(Bike Repair, Bio-intensive Gardening, Land Trusts, Economics and more!)

Creative Spirit Series 

(Taize singing, Sacred Circle Dance, Visual Arts)


“The whole retreat was perfect in every way – the amount of time to explore Woolman Hill,

the mealtimes, the leader was perfect!”     - Retreat attender, spring 2005

PROGRAM NOTES

We’ve decided to try a few new things in our upcoming program season. First, you will notice a change on our registration forms: you will now decide what rate to pay for workshops. On the Finance Committee’s recommendation, the Board approved experimenting with a sliding scale for our program fees this year. We hope that expanding our payment range will make attending workshops easier for those who live on tight budgets. We strongly encourage monthly meetings to continue helping their members and attenders pay for Woolman Hill weekends, and we hope that individuals who can afford to will consider paying the higher rates. Some scholarship money will still be available directly from Woolman Hill. While the actual expenses differ for various programs, we estimate that $150 per person would cover our average costs. For those whose contributions to our programs come in forms other than financial, welcome! For those whose economic circumstances have a little extra padding, please consider passing along some of the cushioning to us!

In an effort to reach out more to the local and regional community, and to those who find it difficult to set aside an entire weekend for attending a program, we will be offering some short workshops on evenings, afternoons or for single days. Please keep your eyes out for specific dates and topics as they unfold. Come to just one, or as many as fit your schedule! We are currently planning to offer a series on “Creative Spirituality,” which will include sessions on dancing, singing, and visual expressions. Our “Walking Lightly on the Earth” series will cover topics such as basic bike maintenance, bio-intensive gardening, land trusts, and environmentally responsible energy choices.

A third thing we’ll be trying this year is simultaneous weekend programming. For example, in May 2006, Holly Iglesias will lead a poetry retreat, while Catherine Reid concurrently leads a workshop on Woolman Hill’s natural world. All participants will share meals and accommodations, but the two groups will meet in separate spaces for their workshop sessions. Other weekends, we might have a rental group using the Meetinghouse while a Quaker program uses the Conference Center (or vice versa). We’re excited to try benefiting from a more intimate group size without forfeiting significant income. Double booking means there will be limits on workshop attendance, however, so don’t forget to get your registrations in early! Also remember that program descriptions and registration forms are all on our website.

“Retreat time also helps in maintaining a healthy perspective. 

A retreat is not synonymous with a vacation; the former has an intentional austerity. 

The radically simplified environment discourages inner clutter… 

For those of us who get trapped in crowded schedules and fall into the dangerous and sinful delusion that we, the administrative assistants of a well-meaning but inefficient CEO God, 

are really the ones who hold up the world, even a brief retreat is a powerful corrective. 

When  we have slowed down, we are able to look at ourselves and smile at our pitiful little constructs. 

Our humility is restored; at least for a little while, we are reminded of our true place in the order of things.”

- Margaret Guenther, Holy Listening


WOOLMAN HILL STAFF

Margaret Cooley… …  Co-Executive Director 

                                 (administration & Quaker programs)

Mark Fraser… … … …  Co-Executive Director 

                                 (financial & facilities management)

Jude Johnson…… … … Rentals, Cleaning and Hosting

Jontz Johnson… … …  Maintenance and Hosting

Pat LaMountain… … … Bookkeeper


Victoria Flynn… … … …Cook 


	WOOLMAN HILL

New England Quaker Center

107 Keets Road Deerfield MA 01342

413-774-3431 * www.woolmanhill.org

	WOOLMAN HILL, a Quaker retreat and conference center situated on 110 ridge-top acres in western Massachusetts, is dedicated to fostering, developing and strengthening the testimonies of the Religious Society of Friends. Named for John Woolman, an 18th-century Friends’ minister and abolitionist who preached simple living and economic and ecological responsibility, our rustic facilities offer a quiet, peaceful atmosphere for retreats, meetings, gatherings and celebrations. Our newly renovated historic Meeting House seats up to 100 people. Our accommodations include a 150-year-old farmhouse that sleeps 26 and has kitchen facilities to serve 50. Three small cabins provide up to 12 additional sleeping spaces, and are also available for individual sojourns. 
	 





RECENT PHYSICAL IMPROVEMENTS�ON THE HILL





+ extension of brick walkway to main house


+ new walkway for Traprock entrance


+ installment of UV water sterilizer


+ reduction of parking area by Meetinghouse


+ beautiful new outdoor (eucalyptus) furniture


+ reinstallation of copper cover over wellhead


+ new desks, file cabinets and daybed in office


+ kitchenette in Meetinghouse (in progress)





BLAST FROM THE PAST


As you may have noticed, we’ve decided to resurrect the Woolman Hill newsletter. So far as we can tell, it’s been in existence on and off since the 1950’s (with a very recent hiatus of five or six years). We’re hoping that reviving the newsletter tradition will keep you up to date on Woolman Hill’s news, remind you of what exciting and wonderful things go on up here, and help you stay connected to our extended community (however far-flung geographically, always very close in our hearts!). For future editions, we welcome contributions of all types: historical facts, interesting anecdotes, artwork, or any other input or suggestions. To give you a flavor of one of the earliest newsletters we’ve found, here’s an excerpt from the Woolman Hill Journal, Volume 1, Number 1, Twelfth Month, 1956:


“Through this little Journal, published quarterly, we hope to share with you all our plans and problems. We will tell you what we have accomplished on our shoe-string budget (humdrum jobs of maintenance, improvement of heating, plumbing and kitchen facilities). We will tell you what our most pressing needs are (furniture, rugs, chairs, lamps). We will share with you our plans for doubling our housing capacity by remodelling the barns; for building up a well rounded library; for undergirding our program of vital and inspiring “Woolman Hill Conferences” with some form of dependable endowment. And then, confident that ‘when Friends set their hearts on doing something worth while, they always manage to find a way,’ we will leave the rest to you!”


Hmmm…Sound familiar? 








WISH LIST


Please contact us to confirm that what you have is what we want…





Objects


Lamps * Fans * Rugs


Drinking glasses


Good quality furniture





Skills & Labor


Router/trail-sign making


Gardening


		


Financial Support


For fireplace insert/woodstove


or for any of the above is always welcome!
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Newsletter Editor: Margaret Cooley








To be added to or removed from our mailing list, or to ask questions about this publication, please call Margaret at 413-774-3431, write to her at 107 Keets Road, Deerfield MA 01342, or e-mail � HYPERLINK mailto:margaret@woolmanhill.org ��margaret@woolmanhill.org�.
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“Peaceful place filled with beauty and kind people to support me while I take a break from the usual routine to think more deeply.”


Workshop attender,


January 2005








“Thank you so much – 


I know I’m on the path 


toward the light.”


Retreat participant,


March 2005
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