Recipients specified in the Town Meeting resolutions:

Governor Deval Patrick
FCC chair Kevin J. Martin

CPB Chair Cheryl Halpern

U.S. Senator Edward Kennedy

U.S. Senatory John Kerry

U.S. Representative John Olver

Massachusetts State Senator Stanley Rosenberg

Massachusetts State Representative Ellen Story

Massachusetts State Representative Stephen Kulik

University of Massachusetts President Jack M. Wilson

University of Massachusetts Chancellor John Lombardi

Vice Provost for University Outreach Sharon Fross

WFCR General Manager Martin Miller
The letters to all of these are included in the following.







153 North Valley Road






Pelham, MA 01002







June 10, 2007

WFCR General Manager Martin Miller

88.5FM WFCR
Hampshire House
University of Massachusetts
131 County Circle
Amherst, MA 01003-9257
Dear Martin Miller,

We of the WFCR Democracy Task Force are forwarding to you the Town Meeting resolutions which passed in Pelham, Shutesbury, and Amherst, for your consideration.  Though they differ to some degree, all are united in calling for the creation of the equivalent of a Community Advisory Board (CAB), recommended by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), to encourage communication between public broadcasting stations and their listening public.  The resolutions also call for this Board to have regular open meetings.  

Such a CAB "is intended to provide the public the opportunity to be heard on station programming, community service and impact on the community of major policy decisions - that is, to provide a vehicle for effective community input," in the words of the CPB.
We fully understand that such a board is not legally required of WFCR.  We also understand that you have stated that the WFCR Foundation is the equivalent of a CAB, though we respectfully disagree. CABs have meetings open to the public and are well publicized in advance, as well as provide open minutes. The Foundation has neither, and while the Foundation board has 17 "community members" – apparently meaning that they are not WFCR employees – it does not perform the function of community outreach expected of a CAB, as far as we are aware.

Through our investigations we have become aware that being the General Manager of a public radio station is a demanding and difficult job.  We believe that WFCR is a good station for what it does, but we also believe that it falls far short of its potential in our rich artistic and intellectual environment, and we believe that the additional connection to and input from the public afforded by a CAB would improve the quality of its offerings and increase support for its stated mission.







For the WFCR Democracy Task Force,







Roger C. Conant







conant@ecs.umass.edu







413.256.4827
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Pelham, MA 01002







June 10, 2007

Ms. Sharon L. Fross, Vice Provost for Outreach 

Whitmore Administration Building

University of Massachusetts
131 County Circle
Amherst, MA 01003-9257
Dear Sharon Fross,

We of the WFCR Democracy Task Force are forwarding to you the Town Meeting resolutions which passed in Pelham, Shutesbury, and Amherst, for your consideration.  Though they differ to some degree, all are united in calling for the creation of the equivalent of a Community Advisory Board (CAB), recommended by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), to encourage communication between public broadcasting stations and their listening public.  The resolutions also call for this Board to have regular open meetings.  

Such a CAB "is intended to provide the public the opportunity to be heard on station programming, community service and impact on the community of major policy decisions - that is, to provide a vehicle for effective community input," in the words of the CPB.
We fully understand that such a board is not legally required of WFCR.  We also understand that Martin Miller has stated that the WFCR Foundation is the equivalent of a CAB, though we respectfully disagree. CABs have meetings open to the public and are well publicized in advance, as well as provide open minutes. The Foundation has neither, and while the Foundation board has 17 "community members" – apparently meaning that they are not WFCR employees – it does not perform the function of community outreach expected of a CAB, as far as we are aware.

We believe that WFCR is a good station for what it does, but we also believe that it falls far short of its potential in our rich artistic and intellectual environment, and we believe that the additional connection to and input from the public afforded by a CAB would improve the quality of its offerings and increase support for its stated mission.







For the WFCR Democracy Task Force,







Roger C. Conant







conant@ecs.umass.edu







413.256.4827







153 North Valley Road







Pelham, MA 01002







June 10, 2007

Chancellor John Lombardi

Chancellor's Office

Whitmore Administration Building
University of Massachusetts
131 County Circle
Amherst, MA 01003-9257
Dear Chancellor John Lombardi,

As you know, the University of Massachusetts has the privilege and also the responsibility of owning and licensing the public radio station WFCR.  We represent a listeners group called the "WFCR Democracy Task Force" which is intensely interested in the welfare of the station and also much concerned about the apparent lack of connection between the station and a large portion of its listening public.

The mission statement of our group, which can be found on our website

(http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/),  reads, "The WFCR Democracy Task Force is a group of WFCR listeners whose purpose is to contribute to making WFCR a lively and interesting radio station, dedicated to carrying out its stated mission by involving and encouraging the active participation of the WFCR listening community."

Our assumption is that since WFCR is a Public radio station, supported by public donations, and licensed and supported by a public university, it should be interested above all in service to the public.  The weakness we see in the current operation of the station is that its connection with the listeners – except during on-air fundraisers – seems to be very weak.  When the Corporation for Public Broadcasting organized public radio, it recommended Community Advisory Boards (CABs) as a means of connection between stations and listeners.  In CPB words, CABs are "intended to provide the public an opportunity to be heard on station programming, community service and impact on the community of major policy decisions - that is, to provide a vehicle for effective community input."  (More at http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/CAB.html)
Unfortunately the CPB created an exemption for state-owned stations such as WFCR, so our station does not have a CAB.  WFCR's General Manager Martin Miller claims that the WFCR Foundation is the "equivalent" of a CAB, but we disagree. CABs have meetings open to the public and are well publicized in advance, as well as providing open minutes. The Foundation has neither, and while the Foundation board has 17 "community members" – apparently meaning only that they are not WFCR employees – it does not perform the function of community outreach expected of a CAB, "involving and encouraging the active participation of the WFCR listening community," as far as we are aware.  The 8-member WFCR Advisory Committee does not perform this function either.
In order to bring awareness of this deficiency (as we view it) to the public, we brought Citizens' Petitions to the recent town meetings in Pelham, Shutesbury, and Amherst.  All three town passed these resolutions – in Pelham, nearly unanimously (4 nays); in Shutesbury, overwhelmingly in a voice vote, and in Amherst, by 54:46 percent.  We are attaching the three resolutions for your inspection.  In Amherst the opposition seemed mostly of (1) The town should not be taking up matters of a "political" nature, and (2) The town should not be "telling the station what to do," but with no opposition at all to the idea that WFCR would benefit from having a CAB.  In Pelham we were rather taken aback with the degree of vociferous hostility voiced about the station, in the public discussion.  We believe that the station, or the University, should be seriously concerned with this hostility, which stems from a perception that the station does not much care about its listeners or their opinions.  Our goal as a Task Force is emphatically not to foment discontent in the public, but to create a stronger bond between the station and the public.  We believe strongly that a CAB would be a powerful step in that direction and are puzzled by the apparent opposition to the proposal on the part of station administrators.
We hope that you may take interest in our proposal that WFCR would benefit from having a strong Community Advisory Board, which ideally in CPB words "represents the diverse needs and interests of the listening community [and] reviews the station's programming, community service, and impact on the community, and whether the station is meeting the educational and cultural need of the community." 






For the WFCR Democracy Task Force,







Roger C. Conant







conant@ecs.umass.edu







413.256.4827







153 North Valley Road







Pelham, MA 01002







June 10, 2007

University of Massachusetts President Jack M. Wilson

Whitmore Administration Building

University of Massachusetts
131 County Circle
Amherst, MA 01003-9257
Dear President Jack M. Wilson,

As you know, the University of Massachusetts has the privilege and also the responsibility of owning and licensing the public radio station WFCR.  We represent a listeners group called the "WFCR Democracy Task Force" which is intensely interested in the welfare of the station and also much concerned about the apparent lack of connection between the station and a large portion of its listening public.

The mission statement of our group, which can be found on our website

(http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/),  reads, "The WFCR Democracy Task Force is a group of WFCR listeners whose purpose is to contribute to making WFCR a lively and interesting radio station, dedicated to carrying out its stated mission by involving and encouraging the active participation of the WFCR listening community."

Our assumption is that since WFCR is a Public radio station, supported by public donations, and licensed and supported by a public university, it should be interested above all in service to the public.  The weakness we see in the current operation of the station is that its connection with the listeners – except during on-air fundraisers – seems to be very weak.  When the Corporation for Public Broadcasting organized public radio, it recommended Community Advisory Boards (CABs) as a means of connection between stations and listeners.  In CPB words, CABs are "intended to provide the public an opportunity to be heard on station programming, community service and impact on the community of major policy decisions - that is, to provide a vehicle for effective community input."  (More at http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/CAB.html)

Unfortunately the CPB created an exemption for state-owned stations such as WFCR, so our station does not have a CAB.  WFCR's General Manager Martin Miller claims that the WFCR Foundation is the "equivalent" of a CAB, but we disagree. CABs have meetings open to the public and are well publicized in advance, as well as providing open minutes. The Foundation has neither, and while the Foundation board has 17 "community members" – apparently meaning only that they are not WFCR employees – it does not perform the function of community outreach expected of a CAB, "involving and encouraging the active participation of the WFCR listening community," as far as we are aware.  The 8-member WFCR Advisory Committee does not perform this function either.

In order to bring awareness of this deficiency (as we view it) to the public, we brought Citizens' Petitions to the recent town meetings in Pelham, Shutesbury, and Amherst.  All three town passed these resolutions – in Pelham, nearly unanimously (4 nays); in Shutesbury, overwhelmingly in a voice vote, and in Amherst, by 54:46 percent.  We are attaching the three resolutions for your inspection.  In Amherst the opposition seemed mostly of (1) The town should not be taking up matters of a "political" nature, and (2) The town should not be "telling the station what to do," but with no opposition at all to the idea that WFCR would benefit from having a CAB.  In Pelham we were rather taken aback with the degree of vociferous hostility voiced about the station, in the public discussion.  We believe that the station, or the University, should be seriously concerned with this hostility, which stems from a perception that the station does not much care about its listeners or their opinions.  Our goal as a Task Force is emphatically not to foment discontent in the public, but to create a stronger bond between the station and the public.  We believe strongly that a CAB would be a powerful step in that direction and are puzzled by the apparent opposition to the proposal on the part of station administrators.

We hope that you may take interest in our proposal that WFCR would benefit from having a strong Community Advisory Board, which ideally in CPB words "represents the diverse needs and interests of the listening community [and] reviews the station's programming, community service, and impact on the community, and whether the station is meeting the educational and cultural need of the community." 







For the WFCR Democracy Task Force,







Roger C. Conant







conant@ecs.umass.edu







413.256.4827







153 North Valley Road







Pelham, MA 01002







June 10, 2007

Governor Deval Patrick

Office of the Governor
Room 360
Boston, MA 02133
Dear Governor Deval Patrick,

As you know, the University of Massachusetts has the privilege and also the responsibility of owning and licensing the public radio station WFCR.  We represent a listeners group called the "WFCR Democracy Task Force" which is intensely interested in the welfare of the station and also much concerned about the apparent lack of connection between the station and a large portion of its listening public.

The mission statement of our group, which can be found on our website

(http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/),  reads, "The WFCR Democracy Task Force is a group of WFCR listeners whose purpose is to contribute to making WFCR a lively and interesting radio station, dedicated to carrying out its stated mission by involving and encouraging the active participation of the WFCR listening community."

Our assumption is that since WFCR is a Public radio station, supported by public donations, and licensed and supported by a public university, it should be interested above all in service to the public.  The weakness we see in the current operation of the station is that its connection with the listeners – except during on-air fundraisers – seems to be very weak.  When the Corporation for Public Broadcasting organized public radio, it recommended Community Advisory Boards (CABs) as a means of connection between stations and listeners.  In CPB words, CABs are "intended to provide the public an opportunity to be heard on station programming, community service and impact on the community of major policy decisions - that is, to provide a vehicle for effective community input."  (More at http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/CAB.html)

Unfortunately the CPB created an exemption for state-owned stations such as WFCR, so our station does not have a CAB.  WFCR's General Manager Martin Miller claims that the WFCR Foundation is the "equivalent" of a CAB, but we disagree. CABs have meetings open to the public and are well publicized in advance, as well as providing open minutes. The Foundation has neither, and while the Foundation board has 17 "community members" – apparently meaning only that they are not WFCR employees – it does not perform the function of community outreach expected of a CAB, "involving and encouraging the active participation of the WFCR listening community," as far as we are aware.  The 8-member WFCR Advisory Committee does not perform this function either.

In order to bring awareness of this deficiency (as we view it) to the public, we brought Citizens' Petitions to the recent town meetings in Pelham, Shutesbury, and Amherst.  All three town passed these resolutions – in Pelham, nearly unanimously (4 nays); in Shutesbury, overwhelmingly in a voice vote, and in Amherst, by 54:46 percent.  We are attaching the three resolutions for your inspection.  In Amherst the opposition seemed mostly of (1) The town should not be taking up matters of a "political" nature, and (2) The town should not be "telling the station what to do," but with no opposition at all to the idea that WFCR would benefit from having a CAB.  In Pelham we were rather taken aback with the degree of vociferous hostility voiced about the station, in the public discussion.  We believe that the station, or the University, should be seriously concerned with this hostility, which stems from a perception that the station does not much care about its listeners or their opinions.  Our goal as a Task Force is emphatically not to foment discontent in the public, but to create a stronger bond between the station and the public.  We believe strongly that a CAB would be a powerful step in that direction and are puzzled by the apparent opposition to the proposal on the part of station administrators.

We hope that you may take interest in our proposal that WFCR would benefit from having a strong Community Advisory Board, which ideally in CPB words "represents the diverse needs and interests of the listening community [and] reviews the station's programming, community service, and impact on the community, and whether the station is meeting the educational and cultural need of the community."   We hope that the influence of the state government could be brought to bear on this matter, since the state, through the University of Massachusetts, expends state resources on the station and therefore has an interest in bringing a public voice to the station.






For the WFCR Democracy Task Force,







Roger C. Conant







conant@ecs.umass.edu







413.256.4827







153 North Valley Road







Pelham, MA 01002







June 10, 2007

Massachusetts State Senator Stanley Rosenberg

Room 320

State House

Boston, MA 02133

Dear Stanley Rosenberg,

As you know, the University of Massachusetts has the privilege and also the responsibility of owning and licensing the public radio station WFCR.  We represent a listeners group called the "WFCR Democracy Task Force" which is intensely interested in the welfare of the station and also much concerned about the apparent lack of connection between the station and a large portion of its listening public.

The mission statement of our group, which can be found on our website

(http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/),  reads, "The WFCR Democracy Task Force is a group of WFCR listeners whose purpose is to contribute to making WFCR a lively and interesting radio station, dedicated to carrying out its stated mission by involving and encouraging the active participation of the WFCR listening community."

Our assumption is that since WFCR is a Public radio station, supported by public donations, and licensed and supported by a public university, it should be interested above all in service to the public.  The weakness we see in the current operation of the station is that its connection with the listeners – except during on-air fundraisers – seems to be very weak.  When the Corporation for Public Broadcasting organized public radio, it recommended Community Advisory Boards (CABs) as a means of connection between stations and listeners.  In CPB words, CABs are "intended to provide the public an opportunity to be heard on station programming, community service and impact on the community of major policy decisions - that is, to provide a vehicle for effective community input."  (More at http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/CAB.html)

Unfortunately the CPB created an exemption for state-owned stations such as WFCR, so our station does not have a CAB.  WFCR's General Manager Martin Miller claims that the WFCR Foundation is the "equivalent" of a CAB, but we disagree. CABs have meetings open to the public and are well publicized in advance, as well as providing open minutes. The Foundation has neither, and while the Foundation board has 17 "community members" – apparently meaning only that they are not WFCR employees – it does not perform the function of community outreach expected of a CAB, "involving and encouraging the active participation of the WFCR listening community," as far as we are aware.  The 8-member WFCR Advisory Committee does not perform this function either.

In order to bring awareness of this deficiency (as we view it) to the public, we brought Citizens' Petitions to the recent town meetings in Pelham, Shutesbury, and Amherst.  All three town passed these resolutions – in Pelham, nearly unanimously (4 nays); in Shutesbury, overwhelmingly in a voice vote, and in Amherst, by 54:46 percent.  We are attaching the three resolutions for your inspection.  In Amherst the opposition seemed mostly of (1) The town should not be taking up matters of a "political" nature, and (2) The town should not be "telling the station what to do," but with no opposition at all to the idea that WFCR would benefit from having a CAB.  In Pelham we were rather taken aback with the degree of vociferous hostility voiced about the station, in the public discussion.  We believe that the station, or the University, should be seriously concerned with this hostility, which stems from a perception that the station does not much care about its listeners or their opinions.  Our goal as a Task Force is emphatically not to foment discontent in the public, but to create a stronger bond between the station and the public.  We believe strongly that a CAB would be a powerful step in that direction and are puzzled by the apparent opposition to the proposal on the part of station administrators.

We hope that you may take interest in our proposal that WFCR would benefit from having a strong Community Advisory Board, which ideally in CPB words "represents the diverse needs and interests of the listening community [and] reviews the station's programming, community service, and impact on the community, and whether the station is meeting the educational and cultural need of the community."   We hope that the influence of the state government could be brought to bear on this matter, since the state, through the University of Massachusetts, expends state resources on the station and therefore has an interest in bringing a public voice to the station.







For the WFCR Democracy Task Force,







Roger C. Conant







conant@ecs.umass.edu







413.256.4827







153 North Valley Road







Pelham, MA 01002







June 10, 2007

Massachusetts State Representative Ellen Story

Room 146   

State House   

Boston, MA 02133
Dear Ellen Story,

As you know, the University of Massachusetts has the privilege and also the responsibility of owning and licensing the public radio station WFCR.  We represent a listeners group called the "WFCR Democracy Task Force" which is intensely interested in the welfare of the station and also much concerned about the apparent lack of connection between the station and a large portion of its listening public.

The mission statement of our group, which can be found on our website

(http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/),  reads, "The WFCR Democracy Task Force is a group of WFCR listeners whose purpose is to contribute to making WFCR a lively and interesting radio station, dedicated to carrying out its stated mission by involving and encouraging the active participation of the WFCR listening community."

Our assumption is that since WFCR is a Public radio station, supported by public donations, and licensed and supported by a public university, it should be interested above all in service to the public.  The weakness we see in the current operation of the station is that its connection with the listeners – except during on-air fundraisers – seems to be very weak.  When the Corporation for Public Broadcasting organized public radio, it recommended Community Advisory Boards (CABs) as a means of connection between stations and listeners.  In CPB words, CABs are "intended to provide the public an opportunity to be heard on station programming, community service and impact on the community of major policy decisions - that is, to provide a vehicle for effective community input."  (More at http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/CAB.html)

Unfortunately the CPB created an exemption for state-owned stations such as WFCR, so our station does not have a CAB.  WFCR's General Manager Martin Miller claims that the WFCR Foundation is the "equivalent" of a CAB, but we disagree. CABs have meetings open to the public and are well publicized in advance, as well as providing open minutes. The Foundation has neither, and while the Foundation board has 17 "community members" – apparently meaning only that they are not WFCR employees – it does not perform the function of community outreach expected of a CAB, "involving and encouraging the active participation of the WFCR listening community," as far as we are aware.  The 8-member WFCR Advisory Committee does not perform this function either.

In order to bring awareness of this deficiency (as we view it) to the public, we brought Citizens' Petitions to the recent town meetings in Pelham, Shutesbury, and Amherst.  All three town passed these resolutions – in Pelham, nearly unanimously (4 nays); in Shutesbury, overwhelmingly in a voice vote, and in Amherst, by 54:46 percent.  We are attaching the three resolutions for your inspection.  In Amherst the opposition seemed mostly of (1) The town should not be taking up matters of a "political" nature, and (2) The town should not be "telling the station what to do," but with no opposition at all to the idea that WFCR would benefit from having a CAB.  In Pelham we were rather taken aback with the degree of vociferous hostility voiced about the station, in the public discussion.  We believe that the station, or the University, should be seriously concerned with this hostility, which stems from a perception that the station does not much care about its listeners or their opinions.  Our goal as a Task Force is emphatically not to foment discontent in the public, but to create a stronger bond between the station and the public.  We believe strongly that a CAB would be a powerful step in that direction and are puzzled by the apparent opposition to the proposal on the part of station administrators.

We hope that you may take interest in our proposal that WFCR would benefit from having a strong Community Advisory Board, which ideally in CPB words "represents the diverse needs and interests of the listening community [and] reviews the station's programming, community service, and impact on the community, and whether the station is meeting the educational and cultural need of the community."   We hope that the influence of the state government could be brought to bear on this matter, since the state, through the University of Massachusetts, expends state resources on the station and therefore has an interest in bringing a public voice to the station.







For the WFCR Democracy Task Force,







Roger C. Conant







conant@ecs.umass.edu







413.256.4827







153 North Valley Road







Pelham, MA 01002







June 10, 2007

Massachusetts State Representative Stephen Kulik

Room 236

State House

Boston, MA 02133

Dear Stephen Kulik,

As you know, the University of Massachusetts has the privilege and also the responsibility of owning and licensing the public radio station WFCR.  We represent a listeners group called the "WFCR Democracy Task Force" which is intensely interested in the welfare of the station and also much concerned about the apparent lack of connection between the station and a large portion of its listening public.

The mission statement of our group, which can be found on our website

(http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/),  reads, "The WFCR Democracy Task Force is a group of WFCR listeners whose purpose is to contribute to making WFCR a lively and interesting radio station, dedicated to carrying out its stated mission by involving and encouraging the active participation of the WFCR listening community."

Our assumption is that since WFCR is a Public radio station, supported by public donations, and licensed and supported by a public university, it should be interested above all in service to the public.  The weakness we see in the current operation of the station is that its connection with the listeners – except during on-air fundraisers – seems to be very weak.  When the Corporation for Public Broadcasting organized public radio, it recommended Community Advisory Boards (CABs) as a means of connection between stations and listeners.  In CPB words, CABs are "intended to provide the public an opportunity to be heard on station programming, community service and impact on the community of major policy decisions - that is, to provide a vehicle for effective community input."  (More at http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/CAB.html)

Unfortunately the CPB created an exemption for state-owned stations such as WFCR, so our station does not have a CAB.  WFCR's General Manager Martin Miller claims that the WFCR Foundation is the "equivalent" of a CAB, but we disagree. CABs have meetings open to the public and are well publicized in advance, as well as providing open minutes. The Foundation has neither, and while the Foundation board has 17 "community members" – apparently meaning only that they are not WFCR employees – it does not perform the function of community outreach expected of a CAB, "involving and encouraging the active participation of the WFCR listening community," as far as we are aware.  The 8-member WFCR Advisory Committee does not perform this function either.

In order to bring awareness of this deficiency (as we view it) to the public, we brought Citizens' Petitions to the recent town meetings in Pelham, Shutesbury, and Amherst.  All three town passed these resolutions – in Pelham, nearly unanimously (4 nays); in Shutesbury, overwhelmingly in a voice vote, and in Amherst, by 54:46 percent.  We are attaching the three resolutions for your inspection.  In Amherst the opposition seemed mostly of (1) The town should not be taking up matters of a "political" nature, and (2) The town should not be "telling the station what to do," but with no opposition at all to the idea that WFCR would benefit from having a CAB.  In Pelham we were rather taken aback with the degree of vociferous hostility voiced about the station, in the public discussion.  We believe that the station, or the University, should be seriously concerned with this hostility, which stems from a perception that the station does not much care about its listeners or their opinions.  Our goal as a Task Force is emphatically not to foment discontent in the public, but to create a stronger bond between the station and the public.  We believe strongly that a CAB would be a powerful step in that direction and are puzzled by the apparent opposition to the proposal on the part of station administrators.

We hope that you may take interest in our proposal that WFCR would benefit from having a strong Community Advisory Board, which ideally in CPB words "represents the diverse needs and interests of the listening community [and] reviews the station's programming, community service, and impact on the community, and whether the station is meeting the educational and cultural need of the community."   We hope that the influence of the state government could be brought to bear on this matter, since the state, through the University of Massachusetts, expends state resources on the station and therefore has an interest in bringing a public voice to the station.







For the WFCR Democracy Task Force,







Roger C. Conant







conant@ecs.umass.edu







413.256.4827







153 North Valley Road







Pelham, MA 01002







June 10, 2007

U.S. Senator Edward Kennedy

317 Russell Senate Building
Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Edward Kennedy,

University of Massachusetts has the privilege and also the responsibility of owning and licensing the public radio station WFCR in Amherst, Massachusetts.  We represent a listeners group called the "WFCR Democracy Task Force" which is intensely interested in the welfare of the station and also much concerned about the apparent lack of connection between the station and a large portion of its listening public.   
The mission statement of our group, which can be found on our website

(http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/),  reads, "The WFCR Democracy Task Force is a group of WFCR listeners whose purpose is to contribute to making WFCR a lively and interesting radio station, dedicated to carrying out its stated mission by involving and encouraging the active participation of the WFCR listening community."

In the documents of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting we find noble words about the potential of public radio stations, for example that "…the Corporation has particular responsibility to encourage the development of programming that involves creative risks and that addresses the needs of unserved and underserved audiences, particularly children and minorities."  To help public radio stations reach their potential, the CPB 
recommends that public radio stations have Community Advisory Boards (CABs) as a means of connection between stations and listeners.  In CPB words, CABs are "intended to provide the public the opportunity to be heard on station programming, community service and impact on the community of major policy decisions - that is, to provide a vehicle for effective community input."  (More at http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/CAB.html)

Unfortunately the CPB created an exemption for state-owned stations such as WFCR, so our station does not have a CAB nor the equivalent of one, with open meetings and minutes and encouraging community involvement.
In order to bring awareness of this deficiency (as we view it) to the public, we brought Citizens' Petitions to the recent town meetings in Pelham, Shutesbury, and Amherst.  All three towns passed these resolutions – in Pelham, nearly unanimously (4 nays); in Shutesbury, overwhelmingly in a voice vote, and in Amherst, by 54:46 percent.  We are attaching the three resolutions for your inspection.  We believe strongly that a CAB would be a powerful step toward improving the station/listener relationship, and we are  puzzled by the apparent opposition to the proposal on the part of station administrators.

We hope that you will take interest in our proposal that WFCR would benefit from having a Community Advisory Board, which ideally in CPB words "represents the diverse needs and interests of the listening community [and] reviews the station's programming, community service, and impact on the community, and whether the station is meeting the educational and cultural need of the community."   We do not understand why the station seems so opposed to having this means of bringing the Public to our Public Radio Station.  If you can find a way to influence the station, or to influence the University to influence the station, we would be very grateful.







For the WFCR Democracy Task Force,







Roger C. Conant







conant@ecs.umass.edu







413.256.4827







153 North Valley Road







Pelham, MA 01002







June 10, 2007

U.S. Senatory John Kerry

304 Russell Bldg., Third Floor
Washington D.C. 20510

Dear John Kerry,

University of Massachusetts has the privilege and also the responsibility of owning and licensing the public radio station WFCR in Amherst, Massachusetts.  We represent a listeners group called the "WFCR Democracy Task Force" which is intensely interested in the welfare of the station and also much concerned about the apparent lack of connection between the station and a large portion of its listening public.   

The mission statement of our group, which can be found on our website

(http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/),  reads, "The WFCR Democracy Task Force is a group of WFCR listeners whose purpose is to contribute to making WFCR a lively and interesting radio station, dedicated to carrying out its stated mission by involving and encouraging the active participation of the WFCR listening community."

In the documents of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting we find noble words about the potential of public radio stations, for example that "…the Corporation has particular responsibility to encourage the development of programming that involves creative risks and that addresses the needs of unserved and underserved audiences, particularly children and minorities."  To help public radio stations reach their potential, the CPB 

recommends that public radio stations have Community Advisory Boards (CABs) as a means of connection between stations and listeners.  In CPB words, CABs are "intended to provide the public the opportunity to be heard on station programming, community service and impact on the community of major policy decisions - that is, to provide a vehicle for effective community input."  (More at http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/CAB.html)

Unfortunately the CPB created an exemption for state-owned stations such as WFCR, so our station does not have a CAB nor the equivalent of one, with open meetings and minutes and encouraging community involvement.
In order to bring awareness of this deficiency (as we view it) to the public, we brought Citizens' Petitions to the recent town meetings in Pelham, Shutesbury, and Amherst.  All three towns passed these resolutions – in Pelham, nearly unanimously (4 nays); in Shutesbury, overwhelmingly in a voice vote, and in Amherst, by 54:46 percent.  We are attaching the three resolutions for your inspection.  We believe strongly that a CAB would be a powerful step toward improving the station/listener relationship, and we are  puzzled by the apparent opposition to the proposal on the part of station administrators.

We hope that you will take interest in our proposal that WFCR would benefit from having a Community Advisory Board, which ideally in CPB words "represents the diverse needs and interests of the listening community [and] reviews the station's programming, community service, and impact on the community, and whether the station is meeting the educational and cultural need of the community."   We do not understand why the station seems so opposed to having this means of bringing the Public to our Public Radio Station.  If you can find a way to influence the station, or to influence the University to influence the station, we would be very grateful.







For the WFCR Democracy Task Force,







Roger C. Conant







conant@ecs.umass.edu







413.256.4827







153 North Valley Road







Pelham, MA 01002







June 10, 2007

U.S. Representative John Olver

1111 Longworth HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear John Olver,

University of Massachusetts has the privilege and also the responsibility of owning and licensing the public radio station WFCR in Amherst, Massachusetts.  We represent a listeners group called the "WFCR Democracy Task Force" which is intensely interested in the welfare of the station and also much concerned about the apparent lack of connection between the station and a large portion of its listening public.   

The mission statement of our group, which can be found on our website

(http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/),  reads, "The WFCR Democracy Task Force is a group of WFCR listeners whose purpose is to contribute to making WFCR a lively and interesting radio station, dedicated to carrying out its stated mission by involving and encouraging the active participation of the WFCR listening community."

In the documents of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting we find noble words about the potential of public radio stations, for example that "…the Corporation has particular responsibility to encourage the development of programming that involves creative risks and that addresses the needs of unserved and underserved audiences, particularly children and minorities."  To help public radio stations reach their potential, the CPB 

recommends that public radio stations have Community Advisory Boards (CABs) as a means of connection between stations and listeners.  In CPB words, CABs are "intended to provide the public the opportunity to be heard on station programming, community service and impact on the community of major policy decisions - that is, to provide a vehicle for effective community input."  (More at http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/CAB.html)

Unfortunately the CPB created an exemption for state-owned stations such as WFCR, so our station does not have a CAB nor the equivalent of one, with open meetings and minutes and encouraging community involvement.
In order to bring awareness of this deficiency (as we view it) to the public, we brought Citizens' Petitions to the recent town meetings in Pelham, Shutesbury, and Amherst.  All three towns passed these resolutions – in Pelham, nearly unanimously (4 nays); in Shutesbury, overwhelmingly in a voice vote, and in Amherst, by 54:46 percent.  We are attaching the three resolutions for your inspection.  We believe strongly that a CAB would be a powerful step toward improving the station/listener relationship, and we are  puzzled by the apparent opposition to the proposal on the part of station administrators.

We hope that you will take interest in our proposal that WFCR would benefit from having a Community Advisory Board, which ideally in CPB words "represents the diverse needs and interests of the listening community [and] reviews the station's programming, community service, and impact on the community, and whether the station is meeting the educational and cultural need of the community."   We do not understand why the station seems so opposed to having this means of bringing the Public to our Public Radio Station.  If you can find a way to influence the station, or to influence the University to influence the station, we would be very grateful.







For the WFCR Democracy Task Force,







Roger C. Conant







conant@ecs.umass.edu







413.256.4827







153 North Valley Road







Pelham, MA 01002







June 10, 2007

Chair Kevin J. Martin

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
Dear Kevin Martin:

I am writing on behalf of a listeners group called the "WFCR Democracy Task Force" which is intensely interested in the welfare of this Public Radio station and also much concerned about the apparent lack of connection between the station and a large portion of its listening public.   

The mission statement of our group, which can be found on our website

(http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/),  reads, "The WFCR Democracy Task Force is a group of WFCR listeners whose purpose is to contribute to making WFCR a lively and interesting radio station, dedicated to carrying out its stated mission by involving and encouraging the active participation of the WFCR listening community."

In the documents of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting we find noble words about the potential of public radio stations, for example that "…the Corporation has particular responsibility to encourage the development of programming that involves creative risks and that addresses the needs of unserved and underserved audiences, particularly children and minorities."  As you know, to help public radio stations reach their potential, the CPB 

recommends that public radio stations have Community Advisory Boards (CABs) as a means of connection between stations and listeners.  In CPB words, CABs are "intended to provide the public the opportunity to be heard on station programming, community service and impact on the community of major policy decisions - that is, to provide a vehicle for effective community input.

Unfortunately the CPB created an exemption for state-owned stations such as WFCR, so our station does not have a CAB nor the equivalent of one, with open meetings and minutes and encouraging community involvement.  We are puzzled by this exclusion, which we are convinced works to the disadvantage of our station and its listeners, and we would like to know what has brought this exemption about, and how it might be reversed.
In order to bring awareness of this deficiency (as we view it) to the public, we brought Citizens' Petitions to the recent town meetings in Pelham, Shutesbury, and Amherst Massachusetts.  All three towns passed these resolutions – in Pelham, nearly unanimously (4 nays); in Shutesbury, overwhelmingly in a voice vote, and in Amherst, by 54:46 percent.  We are attaching the three resolutions for your inspection.  We believe strongly that a CAB would be a powerful step toward improving the station/listener relationship, and we are  puzzled by the apparent opposition to the proposal on the part of station administrators.

We hope that you will take interest in our proposal that WFCR would benefit from having a Community Advisory Board, which ideally in CPB words "represents the diverse needs and interests of the listening community [and] reviews the station's programming, community service, and impact on the community, and whether the station is meeting the educational and cultural need of the community."   We do not understand why the station seems so opposed to having this means of bringing the Public to our Public Radio Station.  If you can find a way to influence the station, or to influence the University of Massachusetts (which owns WFCR) to influence the station, we would be very grateful.







For the WFCR Democracy Task Force,







Roger C. Conant







conant@ecs.umass.edu







413.256.4827







153 North Valley Road







Pelham, MA 01002







June 10, 2007

Chair Cheryl Halpern

Corporation for Public Broadcasting 
401 Ninth Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20004-2129
Dear Cheryl Halpern,

I am writing on behalf of a listeners group called the "WFCR Democracy Task Force" which is intensely interested in the welfare of this Public Radio station and also much concerned about the apparent lack of connection between the station and a large portion of its listening public.   

The mission statement of our group, which can be found on our website

(http://justiceandpeace.net/WFCRdemocracy/),  reads, "The WFCR Democracy Task Force is a group of WFCR listeners whose purpose is to contribute to making WFCR a lively and interesting radio station, dedicated to carrying out its stated mission by involving and encouraging the active participation of the WFCR listening community."

In the documents of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting we find noble words about the potential of public radio stations, for example that "…the Corporation has particular responsibility to encourage the development of programming that involves creative risks and that addresses the needs of unserved and underserved audiences, particularly children and minorities."  As you know, to help public radio stations reach their potential, the CPB 

recommends that public radio stations have Community Advisory Boards (CABs) as a means of connection between stations and listeners.  In CPB words, CABs are "intended to provide the public the opportunity to be heard on station programming, community service and impact on the community of major policy decisions - that is, to provide a vehicle for effective community input.

Unfortunately the CPB created an exemption for state-owned stations such as WFCR, so our station does not have a CAB nor the equivalent of one, with open meetings and minutes and encouraging community involvement.  We are puzzled by this exclusion, which we are convinced works to the disadvantage of our station and its listeners, and we would like to know what has brought this exemption about, and how it might be reversed.
In order to bring awareness of this deficiency (as we view it) to the public, we brought Citizens' Petitions to the recent town meetings in Pelham, Shutesbury, and Amherst Massachusetts.  All three towns passed these resolutions – in Pelham, nearly unanimously (4 nays); in Shutesbury, overwhelmingly in a voice vote, and in Amherst, by 54:46 percent.  We are attaching the three resolutions for your inspection.  We believe strongly that a CAB would be a powerful step toward improving the station/listener relationship, and we are  puzzled by the apparent opposition to the proposal on the part of station administrators.

We hope that you will take interest in our proposal that WFCR would benefit from having a Community Advisory Board, which ideally in CPB words "represents the diverse needs and interests of the listening community [and] reviews the station's programming, community service, and impact on the community, and whether the station is meeting the educational and cultural need of the community."   We do not understand why the station seems so opposed to having this means of bringing the Public to our Public Radio Station.  If you can find a way to influence the station, or to influence the University of Massachusetts (which owns WFCR) to influence the station, we would be very grateful.







For the WFCR Democracy Task Force,







Roger C. Conant







conant@ecs.umass.edu







413.256.4827

